
Our Approach to Phonics at Ashlands Primary 
School 

  

At Ashlands Primary School, we follow the Letters and Sounds programme. Initially 
children's listening skills are developed through the use of music, environmental 
sounds and rhyme, this experience is given in Nursery as they follow Phase 1 of 
Letters and Sounds. The activities are arranged under the following Seven aspects; 
 

 

 
In Reception, children are introduced to Phase 2 of Letters and Sounds. The 
purpose of this phase is to teach at least 19 letters, and move children on from oral 
blending and segmentation to blending and segmenting with letters. By the end of 
the phase many children should be able to read some VC and CVC words such as 
‘at’ and ‘dog’ and to spell them either using magnetic letters or by writing the letters 
on paper or on whiteboards.  
 

 

 



Reception children then move on to Phase 3, whereby they are taught another 25 
graphemes, most of them comprising two letters (e.g. oa), so the children can 
represent each of the 42 phonemes by a grapheme.  
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
We give children a rhyme and action for each sound, which supports children who 
learn in an active way. 
 
By the end of Reception children will move onto Phase 4 Letters and Sounds. The 
purpose of this phase is to consolidate children’s knowledge of graphemes in 
reading and spelling words containing adjacent consonants polysyllabic words. 
 
 
In Year 1, children are taught Phase 5 of Letters and Sounds. The purpose of this 
phase is for children to broaden their knowledge of graphemes and phonemes for 
use in reading and spelling. They will learn new graphemes and alternative 
pronunciations for these and graphemes they already know, where relevant. Some 
of the alternatives will already have been encountered in the high-frequency words 
that have been taught. Children become quicker at recognising graphemes of more 
than one letter in words and at blending the phonemes they represent. When 
spelling words they will learn to choose the appropriate graphemes to represent 
phonemes and begin to build word-specific knowledge of the spellings of words.  
 



 
 

 
 
 
At the end of Year 1, children will be checked on their phonics knowledge, using a 

national check featuring 20 real words and 20 pseudo-words (nonsense/alien).  

 
From Year 2 onwards, children consolidate their phonics knowledge in Phase 6, 
learning when to apply different spelling rules as well as how to spell plurals and 
different verb tenses, as well as suffixes and prefixes.  
 
 
From Phase 2 – 6 there are many ‘High Frequency Words’ children will need to read 
and write. 
 
 



 

 
  

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



Phase 6 – Next 200 Common Words in order of frequency 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Below are some websites which are often used in school for phonics sessions. 

These can also be used at home. 

Games to play 

https://www.phonicsbloom.com/ 

https://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/ 

Mr Thorne Does Phonics – Ways of how to pronounce sounds 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC7sW4j8p7k9D_qRRMUsGqyw 

Recommended Apps 

Mr Thorne Does Phonics 

Farmyard Phonics 

Twinkl Phonics 

Year 1 Phonics Screening Check 

Useful Documents 

Letters and Sounds Publication 

Twinkl Sound Mats 

 Phase 2 

 Phase 3 

 Phase 4 

 Phase 5 

High Frequency Words 

 100 High Frequency Words 

 200 Next High Frequency Words 

Alien Words (pseudo words) 

Phonics Screening Check Guide for Parents 

Example of Phonics Screening Check 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.phonicsbloom.com/
https://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC7sW4j8p7k9D_qRRMUsGqyw


Glossary 

Adjacent consonants - two or more consonants that appear next to one another within a word and 
they each represent a different sound. Such as the word ‘’stop’. 
 
Blending – the ability to string together the sounds that each letter stands for in a word. 
 
Consonant digraphs - 2 letters that are consonants that spell 1 sound e.g. ‘s’ and ‘h’ together spell 
‘sh’. As this is 1 sound, it cannot be called 2 adjacent consonants. 

 
Digraph – A 2 letter grapheme (the clue is in ‘di’) e.g. ‘ch’ in ‘chip’. 

 
Graphemes - A letter or a number of letters that represent the sounds in our speech. So a grapheme 
will be the letter/ letters that represent a phoneme. English has a complex written code and in our 
code a grapheme can be 1, 2,3 or 4 letters.   For example: 

1 letter grapheme – m  a  t     (m) 
2 letter grapheme – sh  i  p    (sh) 
3 letter grapheme – n  igh  t     (igh) 
4 letter grapheme – eigh  t     (eigh) 
 
High Frequency Words - Common words the beginner reader will come across very early in his/her 
reading experience as they appear in even the simplest of  texts.  The list of the first 100 high-
frequency words includes words which are decodable e.g. ‘dad’ and words which are not initially 
decodable such as ‘the’ and ‘where’. 
 
Phoneme - A phoneme is the smallest unit of sound in speech.  When we teach reading we teach 
children which letters represent those sounds.  For example – the word ‘hat’ has 3 phonemes – ‘h’ ‘a’ 
and ‘t’. 
 
Polysyllabic words - words with many syllables such as, ‘desktop’, ‘chimpanzee’, ‘thundering’. 
 
Pseudo words- made up words to check children’s knowledge and application of taught GPC’s. 
  
 
Segmenting – The process of separating sounds in words. Children a taught to listen and isolate 
sounds in words.  Then they are taught to represent those sounds in letters.  This is the process of 
spelling. 
 
 
Trigraph - A trigraph is a 3 letter grapheme (the clue is in ‘tri’) e.g. ‘igh’ in ‘high’. 

Vowel digraphs or trigraphs - vowel sounds spelled by more than 1 letter e.g: ‘oo’ or ‘ai’ or ‘igh’. 

 

 
 

 


